"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me"


The New Testament in particular, teaches us that the death of Jesus Christ at Calvary achieved for us the following things;

· Our justification
· Allowed our sins to be forgiven
· Was our substitute (he paid the price for our sins)
· His death paved the way for our entrance into Heaven

These are the topics we think about not only when we think of Jesus Christ death on the Cross, we tend to relate Jesus to these topics exclusively. In other words, we tend to only associate  Jesus within this narrow range of our understanding.  After we come to this surface level dept of understanding, we move on to the more complex mysteries of God and the deeply spiritual/ theological matters of Wisdom and Knowledge.

All of the above is enormously true and extremely significant and cannot be understated in the least.   However, in doing so we fail to understand in totality (or as best as we can understand) the complete transaction that occurred at the Cross at Calvary.  To only know the death of Christ and its ramifications towards us is to only know in part.  There is a dual truth if you will and that truth is our union with His Death and Resurrection. 
 
What does this mean "I have been crucified with Christ":

Romans 6:3-8  3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him

Colossians 3:1-3 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Now we ask the question, Christ died over two thousand years ago. How could I have died with Him and been crucified with Him over two thousand years ago.  The Holy Scriptures gives us an amazing revelation into this truth found in the explanation of tithes given in the book of Hebrew.

Hebrews 7:9-10  One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, 10 because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor. (NIV)

Remember!!

2nd Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.

Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,

As a result, using the same example given to us in Hebrews 7 regarding Levi being represented when Abraham paid the tithe to Melchizedek ( it actually states that Levi paid the tithe through Abraham)  In other words, when Adam sinned, all sinned because all were represented in Adam, because we were present in his loins (in his seed if you will).  Likewise, when Christ was judged at the Cross, all who will be saved were represented in Christ, in other words we were present in Him. 

Although we were not physically presented at the Cross of Christ, the substitutionary work of Jesus reckons His death as our own death and His resurrection as our own resurrection.  A mental understanding of this fact will certainly escape us. However, in spiritual life, in the realm of the spirit this fact is inseparable. Thus the scriptures says;  "For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection"  

It is so very critical for us to have died in order at we may live and produce the fruits of the spirit. The key point to understand is that we cannot improve our flesh to the point of  it becoming acceptable to God.  Our life and flesh is poisoned at its core and will never produce anything that God accepts.  The whole design of redemption is to have God create a new creation out of the old. Gods work is not to improve our flesh, it is to mortify the deeds of the flesh.

Job 14:4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one!

Job 25:4 How then can man be righteous before God? Or how can he be pure who is born of a woman?

Isaiah 64:6  ...we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags ...


As a result:

2nd Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

We have to die to self in order to produce fruit and be a new creation.

John 12:24-25 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

This is something that we do not do on our own, as a matter of fact this is something that is totally impossible for us to accomplish. The work is totally Gods and the work is complete:

1st Thessalonians 5:24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.

1st Corinthians 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption

Ephesians 2:4-6 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Colossians 2:12-13 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses.

The fact that we are in Christ Jesus, and have died in Christ Jesus, and have been raised with Christ Jesus and accomplished by God is most important to understand. It is God's work alone that placed us in Christ. It has absolutely nothing to do with anything of our own efforts or desires. Any and everything that has to do with our salvation and life in Christ stems from the fact that God has done it period! 

Unless we understand that our inheritance is something already secured and settled in Christ and given to us by God, we have no foundation for going on. To be brought under the discipline of the Holy Spirit without first knowing that assurance of a work of God already done in Christ would be a terrible thing.

Never forget what is says in 2nd Peter:

2nd Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. (NIV)

As a matter of  FACT, we share the exact same indwelling relationship that Christ and the Father shared while Christ was on earth:

John 17:21-23 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

Armed with this new revelation (it may not be new to some), we can better understand the dynamics behind the following scriptures:

Romans 5:12, 17, 19 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned, 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. (NIV) 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.

2nd Corinthians 5:14-15 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. (NIV)

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.


As a result, we are free from the law of sin and death and are partakers of His Grace:

Romans 6:10-11, 14, 18 The death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

Romans 7:1-7 Do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to men who know the law—that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. 3 So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man. 4 So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. 5 For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.

In essence, we have delivered from the power source of sin. It's absolute power to control us has been disarmed at its core and we are completely free from its grasp.

Please understand that we have not been delivered from the power of sin by conquering it. No, our one and only way of securing victory over sin is dying to it.

Our death in Christ Jesus has stripped sin of its strength.

1st Corinthians 15:56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.

Summary/Conclusion:

Colossians 2:6-15, 20-23  So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature,  God made you  alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21 Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!  22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self‑imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.
